TEMPLATE NEWS RELEASE – FOR USE BY SECTIONS AND STRUCTURES DURING THE GLOBAL WEEK OF ACTION AGAINST GUN VIOLENCE AND THE IRREPONSIBLE ARMS TRADE (10-16 May 2010)
This template news release is intended to help media work around actions being undertaken by many sections and structures in the Week of Action. Please contact the MSP coordinator or campaign coordinators in your section/structure to liaise, or contact $msp@amnesty.org
Campaigners in over 100 countries call for a “Bullet-Proof” Arms Trade Treaty 
[ORGANISATION] today joined civil society organisations in over 100 countries urging governments to work together to create a “bullet-proof” Arms Trade Treaty.

The appeal is part of a Global Week of Action Against Gun Violence, taking place between 10-16 May. Campaigners are calling for better regulation of the global arms trade to stop weapons being used to fuel conflict, crime and poverty, or to commit grave human rights abuses. With states due to begin negotiations in July for the world’s first treaty on conventional arms, now is the time to demand states take decisive action to curb gun violence.  
[ADD DETAILS OF YOUR ACTIVITIES HERE]
e.g. Campaigners today sent letters to the [INSERT country] government, as well as the embassies of the permanent members of the UN Security Council - also the world’s largest arms exporters - urging them to develop a Treaty text closing key loopholes in the regulation of the global arms trade. 

e.g. Campaigners launched a photo exhibition whose images of the effects of the irresponsible arms trade around the world illustrate six key provisions campaigners are demanding the international community to include in an Arms Trade Treaty. The exhibition can be seen at [insert place]
e.g. Campaigners today held an event at [etc.]
[INSERT spokesperson] said, “Every minute, one person dies as a result of armed violence. Thousands more each day are injured, raped, brutally repressed, traumatised or forced to flee their homes. Now is the time to show governments what kind of treaty people really need.”

“Killer Facts”, a new Amnesty International briefing, outlines the human cost of armed violence, poverty and human rights violations fuelled by the irresponsible arms trade:

* At least 250,000 people have been killed each year, and hundreds of thousands more injured, in 128 armed conflicts since 1989.
* even in countries not experiencing war, there are an estimated 300,000 armed killings each year, from criminal violence to violence against women and killings by state security forces. 
* About 60% of human rights violations documented by Amnesty International have involved the use of small arms and light weapons.
* At the end of 2008, 26 million people were internally displaced due to armed conflict. Families are torn apart and millions of men, women and children live in fear.
* In 2008, the top six source countries of refugees were locations of armed conflict.
“Governments must stamp out the irresponsible arms trade” said [INSERT name of spokesperson 2] “There are international agreements to regulate the global trade of hundreds of products, from bananas to dinosaur bones - but not guns and bullets.”

The Control Arms campaign, launched in 2003, has finally persuaded governments to start negotiations for a global Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). A UN Conference will be held in 2012 and the first meeting will take place in July 2010. Campaigners are pushing for the Treaty to:
• Control all types of weapons, equipment and ammunition and their parts, and all those involved in their export, import and transfer
• End the secrecy and corruption in the global arms trade

• Be enforced and policed, and hold governments to account
For more information, contact: [INSERT name/s and contact number/s]
*****************
